
Central Subway Project 
San Francisco, California 

The Scandinavian 8 Million City 
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Multi-Modal Agency 
Transit-First 

City 



Multi-modal Transportation Agency 
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Area:    46.9 square miles 

Population (2010):      805,000 

Population Density: 17,000 people/sq. mi. 

Jobs (2010):   500,000 

Transit 
34% 

Walk 
9% 

Bicycle 
4% 

Drove Alone 
42% 

Other 
11% 

Mode Split 

San Francisco Overview 
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System Challenges on our quality of life 

People = 920,230 

(+15%) 

Jobs = 625,000 

(+25%) 

Source: SF City Planning 

City’s 2035 Population & Employment Growth 
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• 5 distinct transit modes  

(bus, trolley, cable car,  

light rail, historic 

streetcar) 

• 200 million riders 

annually; one of most 

productive bus system in 

the country 

• 4th highest usage in the 

nation (passengers per capita) 

• 100 years old! 

Muni Transit System 



6 Service Density (700,000 daily boardings) 



• 1,040 transit vehicles 

• 71.5 miles of Light Rail tracks 

• 8.8 miles of Cable Car tracks 

• 9 subway stations 

• 9 elevators/28 escalators 

• 24 surface light rail stations  

• 19 operations, maintenance 

& administrative facilities 
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• 208 miles of bicycle paths, 

lanes & routes 

• 281,700 street lights 

• 40 off-street parking garages & 

lots 

• 1,184 traffic signals 

• 28,862 metered parking 

spaces 

• 1,500 taxis 

Capital Asset Total Value: $13.4 Billion 

Existing Capital Assets that Support Transit 

Other Capital Assets SFMTA Manages 



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Bart+and+Caltrain+commuter+rail+&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=KTtxCkcScP5u3M&tbnid=3r2xpgkPCjZtIM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://sf.metblogs.com/2008/02/03/bart-1977-to-today-and-beyond/&ei=AkcQUYS4FaeoiALtroGYBg&psig=AFQjCNG57nAtg_3Gq17XfxjYUQmIYs3Y0A&ust=1360106449174403








University of California Berkeley 
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Phase I Blended - San Francisco to Los 

Angeles Union Station and Anaheim – 

520 miles 

Phase II - Extensions to  

Sacramento and San Diego – 800 miles 
 

A Statewide Rail Modernization Plan  





Transbay Transit Center 
Future Home  

of the  

California  

High-Speed 

Renderings courtesy of the Transbay Joint Powers Authority. 



Transbay Center: Excavation and Bracing 



Development Projects Pipeline 

    - Redevelopment Residential 

    - Redevelopment Office 

    - TCDP Office/Mixed 

    - Other Office 

    - Other Residential 
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Central Subway 
Transit Effectiveness Project 

 

Bus Rapid Transit Projects (Geary and Van Ness) 

Expansion Projects  



Central Subway Project 



Why Central Subway? 
 Reduces travel times 

 Improves San Francisco’s transportation network 

 Connects bustling neighborhoods, premier commercial districts 
and tourist destinations 

 An essential investment in San Francisco’s transportation 
infrastructure that will ease travel and enhance the Bay Area’s 
public transit network 

 Bypasses congested city streets 

 Provides a direct connection to BART and Muni Metro at 

Powell Street Station 

 Improves access to Caltrain at 4th and King streets  

 Facilitates rapid travel from the southern neighborhoods to 

SoMa, downtown, Union Square and Chinatown 

 Relieves congestion on Stockton, 4th and Market 

Improving Transportation 



The Stockton Tunnel was built in 1914 as part of 

Muni’s original F-line, which ran until 1951.  

Historic Streetcar on 4th and Stockton Streets 

Overhead View North up Stockton Street From South Side 

of Market and 4th, Showing Traffic Flow | September 18, 

1957| Marshall Moxom, Municipal Railway Photographer  

 

Copyright:© 2012 SFMTA  



Along the Embarcadero 

Photo Credit: watertransit.org 

With the Embarcadero Freeway 

Without the Embarcadero Freeway 



Third Street Light Rail Corridor Development  
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After After 

Before After 
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Photo Credit: Mark Defeo 

Revitalization of Industrial Waterfront 



Photo Credit: sfcitycondos.com 



Chinatown  

Station 
Union Square 

/Market Street Station Moscone 

Station 

Portal 

Fourth/ 

Brannan Station 

Tunnel Plan and Profile 



Portal Beneath I-80 Freeway 

Chinatown  

Station 
Union Square 

/Market Street Station Moscone 

Station 

Portal 

Fourth/ 

Brannan Station 



Yerba Buena/Moscone Station  
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Future 

non-station 

use 

Fourth St 

Chinatown  

Station 
Union Square 

/Market Street Station Moscone 

Station 

Portal 

Fourth/ 

Brannan Station 



Yerba Buena/Moscone Station  



Union Square/Market Street Station 

Chinatown  

Station 
Union Square 

/Market Street Station Moscone 

Station 

Portal 

Fourth/ 

Brannan Station 





Chinatown Station 

Chinatown  

Station 
Union Square 

/Market Street Station Moscone 

Station 

Portal 

Fourth/ 

Brannan Station 



Chinatown  

Station 
Union Square 

/Market Street Station Moscone 

Station 

Portal 

Fourth/ 

Brannan Station 

North Beach Construction Variant-TBM Retrieval Shaft  

 



Thank you 
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SFMTA Vision: San Francisco: great city, excellent transportation choices. 

Mission Statement: We work together to plan, build, operate, regulate and 

maintain the transportation network, with our partners, to connect 

communities. 



John Funghi 

SFMTA Central Subway Program Director 

Central Subway Project 

821 Howard Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

415.701.4299 

Central.subway@sfmta.com 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/central_subway 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/centralsubway Blog: www.centralsubwayblog.com 

Website: www.centralsubwaysf.com 

Connect with us online: 


